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coke and 329,500 of coal briquets. In the same year it exported 3,899,-
500 tons of coal, 2,080,000 of coke and 194,000 of briquets. Nearly
half the coal exports went to Belgium, and over half of the coke and
briquets went to France. Germany was also an important purchaser
of all three products, The major part of all the imports came from
Germany. If coal production continues to increase as rapidly as it has
within recent years, the country will soon have an export surplus of
this fuel.

MANUFACTURING

The Netherlands has long been important in the manufacture of
food products. This activity arose as the result of a surplus of certain
agricultural products at home and because of the imports of raw food
products from the Dutch colonies. The production of butter, cheese,
condensed milk, cocoa, chocolate and refined sugar are examples of
industries of this type. Those utilizing local raw materials developed
in the areas where those products were produced, while those using
colonial products grew up around the ports, especially around
Amsterdam.

Recently industry has expanded in both size and variety. The manu-
facture of such products as textiles, ships, machinery, electrical equip-
ment, chemicals and shoes has assumed important proportions. This
development has been due to a number of factors, among the more
important of which are the pressure of a rapidly increasing population,
and the desire to become independent in the production of certain
essential products. The last factor became important as a result of
conditions during the World War, when the country found itself un-
able to secure certain needed goods. Consequently industry is today the
most important economic activity of The Netherlands, both because it
provides employment for more workers than any other activity, and
because it furnishes the most valuable exports. The Netherlands has
thus changed from an agricultural and commercial nation to one in
which industry is of first importance.

Industrial activity is quite widely scattered. A manufacturing*
center is springing up around the coal mines of Limburg, and here
such products as cement, glass, paper and pottery are produced. An-
other southern province, North Brabant, has the most diversified in-
dustrial development of any section of the country. In the western por-
tion of the province are numerous beet sugar factories. In this province
also is Eindhoven, noted for its electrical products. Tilburg is one of